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and thus the poems seem to lose their
pungency by the slow absorption of pain-
fully sought agglutinations of syllables, with
a stately music of their own, of course, but
garnered rather than engendered. Rossetti's
great dictum about the prime necessity for
poetry being ' fundamental brainwork' led
him here into error. The brainwork must
be fundamental and instinctive; it must all
have been done before the poem is conceived;
and very often a poet acquires his power
through sacrificing elaborate compositions
which have taught him certainty of touch,
but are not in themselves great poetry.
Subsequent brainwork often merely clouds
the effect, and it was that on which Rossetti
spent himself in vain.

The view which Keats took of his own
Endymion is a far larger and bolder one. " I
will write independently," he said. " I have
written independently without judgment. I
may write independently and with judgment
hereafter. The genius of poetry must work
out its own salvation in a man. It cannot
be matured by law and precept, but by
sensation and watchfulness in itself."

Of course, fine craftsmanship is an absolute
necessity; but it is craftsmanship which is